Bishop Grimes Jr. / Sr. High School
Faith • Academic Excellence • Service
Plagiarism Policy
Plagiarism is defined as the act of stealing and passing off as one’s own the ideas or words of another, the use of
another’s production without crediting the source, to present as new and original an idea or product derived
from an existing source.
-Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 2002
Bishop Grimes Jr./Sr. High School is a faith-centered institution and as such we uphold the virtues and beliefs
of the faith. We acknowledge the definition of plagiarism, and so recognize this action as nothing less than
stealing and cheating. Both of these actions are contrary to the basic tenants of our faith. Consequently, we treat
any incidence of plagiarism with the utmost seriousness.
In recognition of the importance of this matter, Bishop Grimes has developed a cohesive curriculum for each
grade level that addresses this issue of plagiarism. Through a series of lessons, students learn how to write
research papers citing outside sources as outline in the MLA Handbook. They are also taught what plagiarism is
and how to avoid it in their work.
We recognize plagiarism as the following:
 Submitting another student’s work, in whole or part, as one’s own.
 Inclusion of direction quotations, ideas, or paraphrases for another person’s or institution’s work without
formally acknowledging their work.
To avoid plagiarism:
 Students should use parenthetical references and quotation marks as needed throughout their papers.
 Students should submit a correctly formatted “Works Cited” page with their work when appropriate.
 Under no circumstances should students submit work that is not theirs and claim it as such (i.e.
homework, papers, labs, outlines, essays, tests, etc.)
Disciplinary action to be followed if plagiarism occurs:
 1st Offense: Zero on assignment, notification to the parent/guardian by teacher, and a teacher referral to
the administration for possible disciplinary action.
 Repeat Offense: Each repeat offense will be cause for a zero on the particular assignment/assessment by
the teacher, a teacher notification to the parent/guardian of the incident, and a teacher referral of the
incident to the administration for possible disciplinary action. Repeat offenses by the student could
result in a student suspension, a failing grade for the academic quarter, and any other appropriate.
I, ___________________________________________/____________________________________________
Student Name

Student Signature

have read and understand this form. I understand my responsibilities and the consequences should I decide to
submit work that has been plagiarized.
My son/daughter has shared this policy with me and we support the school’s position and the disciplinary
actions that will follow should they be found to have plagiarized.
_____________________________________/ _____________________________________/_____________
Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print)

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date

